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Message to members
Dear colleagues & friends,
The pandemic has entered its second year, and gradual lifting of restrictions has allowed more
clinical and academic activities to resume. We have a series of academic programmes lined up for
our members for the coming year. Details are listed in the subsequent pages.
We are also taking a more activistic stance to engage MOH and other agencies in areas of urology
reimbursement, coding, and practice policies, working hand-in-hand with Chapter of Urologists and
Singapore Medical Association.
Finally, we would like to remind members to attend the AGM on April 24th this year to vote for the
constitutional amendments and discuss long term plans for our specialty.
We look forward to meeting everyone in person soon!

SUA AGM 2021
This year’s AGM will be virtual. The formal notice will be sent out soon.
Date: 24 Apr 2021
Constitutional amendment proposals at AGM
Two constitutional amendments relating to membership and meeting quorum
will be proposed. Full details will outlined in the formal AGM notice and dis‐
cussed at the AGM.

SUA Website revamp and new SUA logo
Consultant in-charge – Lie Kwok Ying
New website
Our website revamp is near completion. Members can view the new tentative
pre-launch website at https://theoldco.net/sua/. Feedback is invaluable to help us
improve the website further.
Our original logo was crafted from the cystoscopic
view of the prostate, and this design element
was retained and further developed. The new
proposed logo includes the design elements
of the anatomic organs of the kidney, blad‐
der and prostate supported by the book of
knowledge, to better reflect our objective
of advancing the specialty of Urology and
management of urological conditions sup‐
ported by a foundation of knowledge and evi‐
dence from medical literature and trial data. The
year of establishment of our association is imprinted
in the outer rim of the logo.
The cerulean blue colour symbolises water, the medium urologists work with
most of the time. This logo works well in colour, black and white, as a watermark
or in reverse colours for dark or coloured backgrounds. Feedback was sought
from Prof Foo Keong Tatt , the founding President of SUA and Dr Tan Eng
Choon, who designed the original SUA logo, and both of them have endorsed
the new logo design. Further feedback and comments from SUA members were
sought for the proposal in December and January 2021.

TOSP changes – correspondence with MOH
SUA wrote to Director of Hospitals, MOH to clarify the circumstances for downtabling the nephrec‐
tomy and DJ stent removal codes in Feb 2021.
Letter to MOH
Dr Lee Heow Yong
Director, Hospital Services Division
Ministry of Health, Singapore
16 College Road
College of Medicine Building
Singapore 169854
Dear sir,
RE: TOSP CHANGES FOR UROLOGICAL PROCEDURES IN 2021
Ref: MOH FCM No. 57/2020
We are writing to express our concern and dismay at the
downtabling of 2 common and key urological procedures in the
absence of prior consultation with the urological community, and
without explanation as to the reason for the decision.
These 2 procedures are:
1. SG709U removal of DJ stent - downtabled from 2C to 1C
2. SG804K radical nephrectomy (open/MIS) with/without IVC
thrombectomy MIS downtabled from 6A to 5C; old laparoscopic
radical nephrectomy code SG710K
In the past, our requests for change in table code requires us to justify extensively the reasons for the
proposed changes. However, no reasons were given for the above change.
As there were no indications to the rationale for the downtabling, can we request the relevant panel to
avail to us the grounds of their decision, and to reconsider their decision?
Can we also have access to the name of the point person who made that recommendation so that
further discussions to improve communication with the affected specialist community can be made in
future changes?
Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
Dr Sim Hong Gee
President, SUA
Dr Tan Yung Khan
Vice-President, SUA

Reply from MOH
Dear Dr Sim and Dr Tan,
We refer to your letter.
Thank you for the feedback shared by the Singapore Urological Association.
The codes for the removal of DJ stent (SG709B) and for radical nephrectomy (SG804K and SG710K)
were discussed at the 2019/2020 TOSP review meetings with the decision to downtable SG709B and
merge SG804K with SG710K, which was approved by DMS. The reviews of TOSP codes are under‐
pinned by guiding principles, including focusing on the intent and outcome of the surgical procedure,
regardless of the surgical access route and/or the technology used.
The TOSP committee is comprised of representatives from professional bodies, restructured hospi‐
tals, clinical specialties and subspecialties. It would not be appropriate to divulge the names of spe‐
cific committee members.
Thank you.
MOH TOSP

